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and are ſold at his Shop near the T emple-Church. 1678. 
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Ef T has ever been my opinion , that if a Man made any diſcovery , by which an 
g Art or Science might be learnt with leſs expence of Time and Travel , he was 
R obliged in common Duty to communicate the knowledge oy ereof to others. I his 
Maxim "has not been " opinion only , but my pr eice, n ſetting forth (to the 
beft of my skill) thoſe plain Grounds and Principles of he Theory of Muſick, 
the right knowledge of Which is a ſure Guide to the PraEtice , both of Vocal [and 
Inſtrumental Mufick ; it being acknowledged by all, t be ye ) neceſſary to ſtudy 
the Theorerick befor e they enter on the Pra&tick Part. 

Many of thoſe that bought of the for mer Impr eſſe 01 of Muſicks Hand- maid, 
Were not Well fats ; ed , (ef ectally ach Who dwelt in the Country remote from an 
able Maſter ) becauſe ſhe brought not with her ſome Rules and Diref&ons for 
playing thoſe Leſſons contained therein ; which Leſſons are ſ» compoſed, that the 
Treble-Violin may play the Tune along with the Virginal. For the ſatisfaftion 
of the aforeſaid perſons , and likewiſe for the eaſe of ſuch Teachers, who account it 
too much pains to write down all that i; neceſſary for their Scholars , Thave mn this 
new Edition adventured to publiſh the following Inſtructions ; which that they may 


prove beneficial to all Ingentons and Tnduſtrious Perſons is the hearty defire of 
A 2 [. P. 
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Inſtruftions for Learners on the Virginal or Harpſichord to Play by Book 


He Virginals, Harpſichord, and Organ, have affinity with each other, the playing on 
them being in the fame manner and method , though different in Sounds. The Y:r- 
ginal is ſtrung with one ſingle Courle of Strings 3 the Harpſichord with two or more,and 
is fuller and lowder; and the Organ is framed to contain variety of Sets or Stops of 

Pipes. Likewiſe the Leſſons for thele Inſtruments are uſually prickt alike, viz. on two Courle of 

Rules, each Courle containing (ix Lines: But in regard the following Leſſons are properly deſigned 

for the YVirginal or Harpſichord, 1 hall only {et down ſuch Rules and DireRions as are pertinent to 

them, The Scale of Muſick called the Gamut, as it agrees with the 29 Keys on the Virginals, 
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 Iuſtrudtions for the Virginil and Harpſichord. 


The Yirginals according to the ancient Standard were made to contain 29 Keys, but of later 
times they add to that number both above and below. On theſe 29 Reys, it is chiefly neceſſary 
to learn the Scale of Muſick,called the Gamut ; for the more plain and eafie underſtanding wheredf,I 
have contrived the foregoing Example, where a direct Line goes from each Key to its refpeRive 
Name on the Gamut, and from thence another Line direRs to the place of each Note, as they 
are uſually prickt on the ſeveral Lines and in their Spaces. For the better help to your Memory, 
you may mark every Key with one of the firſt teyen Letters in the Alphabet according to your 
Gamut , as in the Example. ; 

"The inward or half Keys, placed between thoſe before-mentioned , whereof there are 19, 
: which are uſually colour'd black , expreſs half Notes , which are called the Flats and the Sharps 
E proper to every Key; for Example, it a Sharp (which is thus marked Z) be put before the Note 
5 in Gamut on the Rule, then the half black Key above it is its place; fo likewiſe if a Flat (which 
is thus marked 6) be put before Are in Space, then its place is on the half black Key below it ; 
ſo that the {ame black Key , which 1s Gamzr ſharp, is Are flat; the Sharp making Gamut half a 
Tone or Sound higher , and the Flat making Are half a Tone lower. The like in all other Keys 
{o that obſerving this Rule , you will foon be perfect in their knowledge. 

The Manner of Pricking [unes for the Harpſichord is as before-mentioned on two Courſe of 
Rules; for Example , the firſt Leſſon called a Prabudizms is fo prickt , the upper Courſe containing 
the Notes expreſſed by the right hand, and the lower tuch as are to be expreſſed by the left 5 on 
the right hand Courle upon the third Line 1s placed this Charater &, which is called the Treble 
Clif or Gſolreut ; on the Jeft hand Courte on the fourth Line ſtands this Mark &, which is 
; calted the Baſf Clif or F fa ut. Theſe two Cliffs are conttantly placed on thole Lines; and are 

as a Standard irom which all Notes are reckoned, either on the Rules or in the Spaces. In the 
upper Courte, the firit Note is on the fame Line with the Cliff, and is called G ſol re ut; the ſecond 


| Nate is in the Space above it, and is called A 1a mz re; the third, is B fabmi, on the Rule; the 
fourtn, Cſel fa, 1 Space; and to the reftaſcendins are reckoned , accordins to the Gamut : The 
2 like 
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Time , it 1s three Crochets (0 2 2 Prickt A7:; 1732, tO O Hnmers to a Crore met, hs 


Inflruitions for the Virginal ana Harplichord. 
like alſo if there be Notes deſcending. In thismanner the Notes placed in the Baſ, or left hand 
Courle are allo reckoned on Rule and in Space, Cither above the Clift afcending, or below it 
deſcendins , as the Scale or Gamut direQs. 

When the Compaſs of Notes in the Treble extends beyond the Six Lines, it 1s uſual to add a 
Line, ſometimes two , for the placins ſuch Notes ; alſo the ſame is done in the Baf, when Notes 
deſcend helow Gamut. Thele additional Lines are called Leger Lines; and what Notes are on 
thoſe Lines, or in the Spaces, of the Treble, are cailed Notes wn Alt , and are marked in the 
Gamit with double Letters, as GG, AA, BB, CC. The {ame Rule 1s alfo obſerved in the Bafs,where 
Notes below Gamut , which 1s on the firſt Line , are called double FF fa ut, double EE lms, double 
DDſol re, double CCf4 ut, and are marked with double Letters, 


The Notes and their Names. 


Breve. Semibrere. Minim, Crochet. Quarer. Semiquarer, 
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The Semibreve is the Standard or Meaſure-Note , the four that follow it are Notes of Dimi- 
nution , and are reckoned by their proportion to the Scarbreve, For the better underſtandings 
hereof , one ingeniouſly taught his Scholars their Quantities, by comparing them to Money 3 the 
chief Note or Semvbroye toa  Groat , the 11zim to a 1 wo- « Han the Crochet toa Peny, the. Ouaver 

to an Halt-peny , and the Srmiguaver to a Farthins;, fo thata {mall Accomptant may {oon reckon 
how many Pence, Halt- -PENCE, Or Farthings, am cunt to this Groat : And by the ſame Rule, reckon 
how many Af:7:ms, Lange JEL, £ MHATEYS, OL SCMLGUAVETS, EMOUNT TO ONC SEM7 breve. The Sea 'EUC IR 
Singins or Playing bcins the certain Time- Note, 15 uſbal ily meatured by a certain Motion of the 
Hand or Foot up and down, according to tnequantity of the levera ages = it 1s divided T 120. If it 


be C:mmon Time, it 1s two A7mmsto a Semibyc ve, two Crech bo to: a Aim, co, bart 5 1; it be Trp 
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Inſtruitions for the Virginal aud Harpſichord. 


The Common Time is multiplied by Two , The Triple Time is meaſured by a Minn with 
and the 470d is thus marked E a Prick after it , which Prick is half a Minim , 
ſo the Time is by three Crochets; and the Adcod 
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\When a Note has a Prick joyned to it, thus, $s 3 bs Ls that Note is augmented in quantity 
half fo muchas it was betore , that Sony evVE being then three Afnims, that Amon three C rochets, 
that Crochet three Quavers, Cc. 

In theſe Leſſons for the Virgizals , m: any Quavers and Semiquavers are tyed together by a Daſh 


is continued quite thorough them : > but it is done only tor conveniency and benefit of the ſight , and 
F Make $ NO alteration in the Time. 
Thus having briefly tet down theſe plain and uſetul Inſtruftions, for tuch as learn on the Y7rginal 
or Harpſichord, I doubt not but by puttins them in practice , and a little aſſiſtance from an able 
Maſter, they may in a {hort time learn to play all thele Leſſons by Book 3 which is the moſt 
Acarty C defire of, 


Your Well-wiſher , 


F.-P. 
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MUSICK BOOKS lately Printed and Sold by JOHN PLAYFORD. 


He Dancing-Maſter , containing Rules for Dancing Country-Dances, with the Tunes over each Dance for the 
Treble-Violin, Bound 2s. 6 d, 

Muſicks Recreation ou the Viol Lyra-way, containing choice Leſſons for the lone Lyra-Viol,with In/Iruftions for Bertnners ;, 
wewly Reprivied with large Additions. 2.5, 6d. | | 

Apollo's _— for the Treble Violin, ſet forth in new Theatre Tunes, Ayres, Corants, Sc, to Which i added the Tunes 
the new French- Dances ; alſo Rules and Directions for Pratlitioners on the Treble-Violin. 1 s. 6 d- 

Maficks-Solace, containing Leſſons and Inſfruttions for the Cithren ;, newly Primed in a more eaſte methed than it was 
formerly, Bonud 15. 6d. 

An IntroduQtion to the Skill of Muſick , by J. Playford, beth Vecal and Iv//raental; wewly Retrinted and Enlarged, 
zwith Dir eit ions for the performing Cathedral Service, price Bound », 5. x 

Pſalms and Hymns to the Common Tunes uſed in Pariſh Churches, Compoſed in Four Parts, in Folioz a Pook far more 
#ſeful thas that of Mr. Ravenſcrotts. formerly publiſhed, price Bound 4 +, 

The whole Book of Pſalms, in a ſmall Volume, with the Tunes to every Pſalm, Compoſed iu 3 Parts, Cantus, Mcdius, and 
Baſſus ; a Bock very aſe(ul to all that Love Divine Muſick , and deſire to learn, rice bound 3 5. 

Choice Songs and Ayres for one Voicets Sing to a Theorbo- Lute or Raſs-Viel, being moſt of the neweſ? Songs ſung at Court, 
and at the Pablick Theaters. Compoſed by ſeveral Gentlemen of His Majeſties DMufich , and others , pricez $, 6d, 

Leſſons for the Bals- V1] ow the Common Tuning , and many other new Tunings; containing Almans, Corants, $4ra- 
bands, Figg Almans, is all the uſual Keys of the Scale of Muſick; together with a Thor6ugh- Baſs, Comfoſed by 

Ls 
Join Mols. 


7 


An Antidote againſt M:Jancholly, com:ounded of merry Ballads and Songs. Bound 2 5. 
The Cabinet of Muth, containing merty Tales, Fefts, and Bulls , being the Second Pait of the Antidote azainll Melans 
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